
AMANDA  
BERRY SMITH

Amanda Smith was a passionate evangelist and 

missionary to Sierra Leone, Liberia, and India. 

During her missionary travels, she adopted two 

boys. She’s remembered for her love for intercultural 

and global missions. 

Smith was also a newspaper publisher and founder 

of an orphanage near Chicago, Illinois.

DR. LOUISE  
CECELIA FLEMING

Dr. Louise Fleming, born a slave in 1862, was 

the first African American to graduate from 

the Women’s Medical College of Pennsylvania. 

From 1896-1899, she was a medical missionary 

and the only black female doctor in the former 

Belgian Congo. She’s remembered for quality 

care, training dozens of young people from the 

Congo in medical skills, and empowering the 

people she served with localized access to care.

JOHN MARRANT

John Marrant was born a free man in 1755. He 

was rejected and persecuted by his family  

because of his conversion to Christianity.  

Marrant’s preaching and missionary efforts  

created lasting bonds between African Americans 

and the Cherokee people. He was ordained in 

1775 and after that ministered to African American 

slaves who had fled to Nova Scotia.

MARIAH “MAMA”  
FEARING

At 56 years old, Mariah Fearing self-funded her 

mission efforts to the former Belgian Congo. 

There, she translated the Bible into Baluba-Lulua 

and ransomed hundreds of children from the 

Arab slave trade, purchasing their freedom with 

goods like scissors, cloth, and salt. She opened 

the Pantops Home for Girls in Luebo, where 

her students lovingly nicknamed her Mama wa 

Mputu, meaning “mother from far away.”

JOHN CILEMBWE

John Chilembwe was a Baptist pastor and early 

figure in the resistance to British colonialism in 

today’s Malawi. He opposed the harsh treatment 

of Africans on European-owned plantations, 

fought the colonial government’s suppression of 

Africans’ social and political advancement, while 

also combatting the Arab slave trade.
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In 1901, Fisk University graduate Althea Brown 

went to serve among the indigenous Congolese 

who had been exploited by the rubber trade. 

She compiled and published a dictionary and 

grammar for the language of the Bushoong. In 

1904 she married Alanzo Edmiston, who had 

joined the mission. Althea died from sleeping 

sickness and malaria in 1937, and in 1940 Alonzo 

retired to Selma, Alabama, where he continued 

to recruit African Americans to global missions.



While at Moody Bible Institute, Hoise Birks got 

involved with a group of Christian young people 

later known as Operation Mobilization (OM), 

becoming the first African American to join OM. 

The group traveled to Mexico for evangelism 

and started numerous Christian bookstores 

in-country. Dr. Birks pioneered work in Europe, 

the Middle East, and Asia, and was especially 

used of God in India where he had a special 

relationship with Bakht Singh and his prolific 

indigenous church-planting movement. 
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DOROTHY TAYLOR

Elgin and Dorothy Taylor were the first missionaries of 

color to Japan. They’ve evangelized and planted 

churches in over 95 countries. In 1982, Elgin  

became CEO of Christians in Action Missions  

International, a multi-ethnic, international  

ministry. There he oversaw 350 missionaries  

in 23 countries.
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FANNY  

JACKSON COPPIN

Fanny Jackson Coppin was a professor of Greek, 

Latin, and mathematics who became the first  

African American high school principal in the 

U.S.  She was an influential figure in Philadelphia, 

establishing homes for the poor and defending 

the rights of African Americans and women. In 

1905 she and her husband became missionaries 

to South Africa. Coppin State College in  

Baltimore, Maryland, is named for her.
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The Story of Missions

We have a rich heritage of African 
Americans who joined God’s story  
by serving in missions. 

Inside we highlight a few who answered His call.

While in college, Byron heard about the lack of 

African American missionaries while serving on 

a two-month mission project to Mexico. That 

story gripped his heart and he answered the call 

to missions. Byron and his wife, Kim, strategize 

with minority missionaries to reach their fields, 

and have sent many to urban communities, 

college campuses, and global fields.
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Will you be part of the African  
American missions heritage?

Email go@mtw.org
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