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1. Explore the concept of boldness through storytelling.

Boldness (Oxford Online Dictionary)
1. willingness to take risks and act innovatively; confidence or courage.

“the boldness and independence that characterized his leadership” · “a president who is showing incredible 
boldness in going after the cartels”

•	 dated
confidence to an impudent or presumptuous degree.
“they had the boldness to mock a man who had served his country” · “you will overlook my boldness, I 
hope”

2. the quality of having a strong, vivid, or clear appearance.
“the boldness of the hues are very startling” · “these works display a great boldness of forms”

Describe a time when you were bold or relate a time (situation or circumstance) when you lacked necessary 
boldness.  What empowered you or what hindered you?  What were the results of your boldness or lack thereof 
(on you personally or on others)?

2. Discover the concept of boldness in the beginning chapters of Acts.

Pentecost occurs 50 days after Passover. Originally Pentecost was a sacred Jewish festival when all male Isra-
elites traveled to Jerusalem to make harvest offerings. No one was to come empty-handed (Exodus 23:15).  It 
was a day to celebrate the tangible faithfulness of the Lord.  The Gospels make it very clear that the death and 
resurrection of Jesus took place at Passover (Matthew 26:1; Luke 22:1; Mark 14:1).

The Scripture in Acts 2 begins, “When the day of Pentecost had come ....”  Pentecost has been described as the 
birth of the church through the empowering (wind) and cleansing (fire) work of the Spirit. The disciples are “re-
located” or “propelled” out of the room and into the street. It is there, despite their recent fear, that they begin 
to boldly proclaim the victorious, death and resurrection story of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God (vv. 22-36).  
They communicate boldly with every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem (v. 5) by means of the Holy Spirit 
(vv. 17-18).

And the bold story of what happened when the Holy Spirit comes upon a people continues in Acts.  Consider 
the following sections of Scripture. (The group may be divided into smaller units to explore these passages or 
may do so in the larger group.)



•	 Acts 2:37-47 A Community of Boldness
•	 Acts 3:1-16 A Witness (Declaration and Demonstration) of Boldness
•	 Acts 4:1-31 A Witness (Declaration and Demonstration) of Boldness (part 2)

So when we think of Pentecost boldness, we mean the boldness to speak and act as a result of the empow-
ering and cleansing of the Spirit of God.

3. Seek to understand the importance of boldness for believers today.

Questions for conversation either in a small group or the larger group:

1.  How is boldness depicted in this/each section of the story?

2.  Where does such boldness come from?

3.  How do these stories inform or challenge my understanding and experience of the Holy Spirit?

4.  Would others viewing my life use the term boldness to describe me?

5.  What does boldness look like in today’s post-Christian world (individually and/or corporately)? 

4. Personal and corporate application

On a 3x5 index card, have members of the group answer the following two questions, one on each side of 
the card:

•	 Side one: If I really believed this story were true, how would it change my life?

•	 Side two: How might our community today more faithfully and boldly proclaim the victorious truth 
of Jesus and the empowering, cleansing work of the Holy Spirit?
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