Missions
Experience
Training
MEETING ONE:
MISSIONS & THE BIBLE

OLD TESTAMENT
God is a missionary God
1. Israel was blessed to be a blessing.
Read Genesis 12:1-4; 18:17-19. What was Abram’s (later Abraham) specific call? What stands
out to you in these passages?

2. Israel was to be a light to the nations.
Read Isaiah 51:1-6. Through Isaiah, God commanded Israel to be a light to the nations. What
did this include? What words stand out to you in this passage?

From the beginning, the call on God’s people was never internally
focused, but to be a blessing and a light to the nations. When the
prophets spoke out against Israel, they were often correcting the
internal mindset that Israel had taken.

Split up these passages and write a key phrase you find about the “nations.” Share these
phrases with the group.
Genesis 17:5			Isaiah 12:4
1 Chronicles 16:8 		
Isaiah 49:6, 22
Psalm 46:10 			
Isaiah 56:7
Psalm 67:1-4 			
Jeremiah 10:7
Psalm 72:11-17 		
Ezekiel 36:22-23
Psalm 96:3-10 		
Ezekiel 39:7, 21
Psalm 98:2 			
Malachi 1:11
Psalm 105:1 			
Malachi 3:12

For more check out the article, “The Great Commission in the Old Testament” by Walter Kaiser.
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JONAH
As a team, briefly recount the story of Jonah. Write down major parts of the story below.

Jonah is a reluctant missionary. He hears the call of God but does not want to follow it. When
he finally does, he does not trust that God truly worked in the hearts of the people.
How do we avoid the mistakes of Jonah?

The final verse in Jonah reminds us of God’s passion for all people. As Jonah is upset about his
physical discomfort, God reminds him about the reality of the people of Nineveh who were lost:
“You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or make it grow.
It sprang up overnight and died overnight. And should I not have concern for the great
city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people…”
(Jonah 4:11, NIV)
God is passionate about all people. How are you called to live out that passion?
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NEW TESTAMENT
3. Connecting God’s promise to Abraham for us today.
“So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works
of the law, or by your believing what you heard? So also Abraham ‘believed God, and it
was credited to him as righteousness.’
Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw
that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to
Abraham: ‘All nations will be blessed through you.’ So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”
									(Galatians 3:5-9; NIV)
What does this mean for us? What does it mean for those we are called to serve?

4. Read Acts 1:8. Who/What is your Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth?

		
		

Salvation for the nations is God’s work (the missio Dei),
but we are invited to join God in this work.
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OUR STORY
We can see God’s care for the world throughout scripture. The next question we must ask is:

How does our story intersect with God’s story?
1. Creation
Genesis opens with creation being made in the image of God.

2. Brokenness
The disease of sin created brokenness. There are four foundational relationships that are broken.

1 . GOD
2. SELF
3. OTHERS
4. CREATION

Illustration from Helping Without Hurting In
Short-Term Missions by Steve Corbett and
Brian Fikkert

3. Incarnation
Jesus is the cure for the disease of sin and his life, death, and resurrection are what make
reconciliation between God, ourselves, others, and creation possible.
4. Reconciliation
Reconciliation is not just about repairing our relationship with God, but living in such a way to
mend all four of the broken relationships that are manifest in our lives.

God makes all things new
through the love of Jesus
and the work of the Holy Spirit
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MY STORY
One of the most important gifts we have is story. It is a gift that we give by listening to others
share about their story and a gift we receive as others listen to us. Take time to write down major
moments in your life when you experienced God. Accepting our own story allows it to be used by
God to transform others.
Take time to share some of your story with your team. Not only will this give you the opportunity
to know those with whom you are traveling, but it will help you extend grace.
If you are struggling to think of what to share, here are some guiding questions:
• Tell about your first encounter with faith. When did you become a Christian?
• Where has God been faithful to you in your life?
• Where have you had to trust God recently?
• What was a time when you felt far from God and what brought you back?
• What is a scripture that has impacted your life?
• Who is a person that has made a major impact in your faith? How did they impact your life?
• What worship songs or hymns have been influential in your life?
• Where do you see God in the world?
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