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Read Acts 2:1-21.
On the day of Pentecost the disciples are gathered in Jerusalem as they had been instructed (Luke 24:49 and Acts 
1:8). They are waiting “all together in one place” (Acts 2:1). They had been waiting 50 days for heaven’s sake! WAIT-
ING. And waiting vacuums in all sorts of emotions—expectancy, fear, restlessness, questioning, hope, doubt, 
despair, longing. These and other emotions crowd in among the apostles, jostling for their attention as they pray, 
revisit Jesus’ promises, explore the Scriptures, and wait. And thanks be to God, their waiting is not in vain.

“Suddenly,” we are told, “from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability” (Acts 2:2-4).1

After the Spirit’s coming and filling, the apostles are sent out in the streets to face the crowds that are hearing the 
sound of the wind and the recognizable babble of languages and are looking for some sort of credible explana-
tion. Amazingly, each person in the crowd hears in their heart language the story of the powerful deeds of God 
in Jesus (2:11).

It is Peter who boldly stands to address the entire crowd. Surely inspired by the Spirit, he mentally unrolls the 
scroll of the prophet Joel and declares, in effect, 

“This is the day we have been waiting for! These are the last days. These are the promised days, the days when God has 
begun to pour out his Spirit upon all flesh. Prophesies, visions, and dreams will come upon all no matter their occupa-
tion, gender, of social standing. Don’t be surprised by anything in the heavens above or on the earth below. This is the 
beginning of the Lord’s great and glorious day. The doorway to God has now swung fully open: everyone, anyone, all 
who call on the Lord shall find rescue, reconciliation, and restoration”.2 

Peter sees and experiences the mighty outpouring of the Spirit and tries to make sense of what is happening for 
the apostles, the upper room community that is now with him in the street, and the Jews that are gathered from 
every port of call in the known world. So begins the church on mission: an inauguration of a witnessing commu-
nity that is Spirit-cleansed, Spirit-filled, Spirit-equipped, and Spirit-sent. 

Peter turns to Joel to get his scriptural bearings on this long-awaited day of the Spirit’s coming. With a different 
audience perhaps and some additional sermon preparation time, Peter might have remembered the inaugural 
stories of Jesus’ ministry. We find them in Luke 4. Or, upon further reflection he might have explored and expos-
ited Isaiah 61. 

Read Luke 4:1-21. 
Notice verses 1, 14, 18. What is the role of the Holy Spirit in the inauguration of Jesus’ ministry? Think about the 
words filling, leading, empowering, returning.



When Jesus has the opportunity to speak, he searches through the scroll of the prophet Isaiah until he finds 
Isaiah 61 (Luke 4:17). Why do you think he chooses this passage? Think about the words anointing, bringing, 
sending, proclaiming, and releasing. 

Verse 18 beings, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” And at the conclusion of the prophetic reading, Jesus de-
clares in verse 21, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled.” What might this mean?

Read Isaiah 61:1-4
“The spirit of the Lord3 GOD4 is upon me…,” so begins Isaiah. The prophet says that his master, Yahweh, is 
come upon him. He has been anointed, set apart, and readied for a specific, demanding, and vital task. He is 
to

•	 bring good news to the oppressed (2)

•	 bind up the brokenhearted (2)

•	 proclaim liberty and release to captives (2)

•	 proclaim the year of Yahweh’s favor and the beginning of the Yahweh’s overthrow of evil (3)

•	 comfort those who mourn (2-3)

•	 Initiate an amazing exchange: victory in place of defeat; gladness in place of mourning; a voice of 
praise in place a faint spirit (3)

•	 confirm a new name and identity: oaks of righteousness, a planting of Yahweh, to display his glory (3)

•	 inspire, encourage, and initiate a rebuilding and repairs of past destruction (4).

How might we reimagine our Spirit-inspired, Spirit-equipped sending to our increasingly post-Christian world 
in light of Isaiah 61?

At Pentecost, when the Spirit of the Lord comes upon the apostles and those in the room are purified and 
made ready to proclaim to be witnesses in the world. The context is a post-crucifixion, post-resurrection, 
post-ascension, pre-Pentecost community, expectant yet fearful. A community waiting, waiting for the prom-
ised Holy Spirit.

When the Spirit of the Lord comes upon Jesus he is led into the wilderness to confront the evil one. Jesus is 
invading the territory believed to be controlled by the devil. Jesus invades and conquers.5 Jesus is then led by 
the Spirit to his hometown. There he announces the start of his ministry by turning to Isaiah 61. The context 
is a waiting community, a community that has been living under occupation, a community waiting for the 
messianic deliverer, waiting for God to make good on all his promises of deliverance.

When the Spirit of Adonai Yahweh comes upon Isaiah, the Spirit delivers a message of transformation. The 
prophet is being sent to speak, encourage, and plant seeds of hope to a community in exile. God’s people 
have been turned out of their homeland. Now they are waiting for rescue, deliverance, hope, restoration, and 
return.

How do these Holy Spirit stories inspire, equip, empower, and encourage you this day?



What might the Spirit be saying and doing within your community of faith?

To whom might the Spirit be preparing you to go and witness in your community of context?

The Spirit still fills. Are you open?
The Spirit still calls. Can you hear?

The Spirit still sends. Will you respond? Go? Send?
Will you embrace the Pentecost Life?

1. All scripture quotations are taken from the NRSV.

2. Joel 2:28-32. Paraphrase by author.

3. Adonai, the One who has power, authority, and influence, “my Master.”

4. Yahweh, the One who is active and present to bring about my/our deliverance.

5. This is an alternative view to the normal reading of this passage, namely that Jesus is led out into the wilderness to be tested or tempted by 
the devil. See The Upside-Down Kingdom by Donald Kraybill.
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