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Introduction

Fred Craddock writes that  “Easter is completed at Pentecost. Without the giving of the Spirit, Easter is not just 
resurrection, but final departure…We will get to dwell with God…but in the meantime God comes to dwell 
with us.”1 Let’s consider how Jesus anticipates Pentecost.

The Holy Spirit gets some brief “press” in the gospels of Matthew and Mark, e.g., “You will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit and fire” (Matthew 3:11 and Mark 1:8); “blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven” (Matthew 
12:32 and Mark 3:28-29); “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mat-
thew 28:19); and the presence of Jesus with his discipling community until the end of the age (Matthew 28:20). 
Yet it appears that the work of the Holy Spirit is not specifically highlighted. Matthew primarily focuses on Jesus 
the Christ. Mark focuses on Jesus the Son of God. Mark propels his readers to the cross and apparently leaves 
his readers hanging with the disciples, terrified and amazed (Mark 16:8)2. 

Luke’s gospel, the first of a two-part work (Luke-Acts3), mentions some of the above as he apparently builds 
on the work of Mark. But it is Luke that ends his gospel with a command and a promise of “stay in the city until 
you have been clothed in power from on high” (Luke 24:49). This command is firmly reissued in Acts 1:4 and the 
promise is clarified and specified in Acts 1:8—“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit had come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses ….”

Clearly Matthew, Mark, and Luke, the Synoptic4 Gospels, recognize the concept of the Trinity and the import-
ant role of the Holy Spirit. But, it is the writer of John’s gospel who remembers and records Jesus’ essential and 
life-giving instruction on the Holy Spirit.5

Pentecost is the Jewish harvest festival that comes 50 days after Passover. In the New Testament presentation, 
Pentecost becomes the moment when Acts 1:4, 8 are fulfilled. It is the time when the small and fearful band 
of disciples are cleansed, equipped, empowered, and emboldened to be witnesses of the Christ event in their 
contemporary context.

But in John’s gospel before Pentecost, before Easter morning, before Good Friday, Jesus himself teaches and 
comforts his troubled and confused disciples about the Advocate to come.



Personal Reflection

What follows is a guided self-study on John 14-16. Before beginning this study, reflect a moment on the 
words by master preacher/teacher Fred Craddock: “Easter is completed at Pentecost. Without the giving 
of the Spirit, Easter is not just resurrection, but final departure…We will get to dwell with God…but in the 
meantime God comes to dwell with us.”

1. What do you think Craddock is getting at?

2. Now read straight through John 14-16 in one sitting. Then return to the text and read it more slowly, 
seeking to uncover, record, and reflect upon Jesus’ Holy Spirit tutorial. 

3. The context of these teachings is just after Palm Sunday and the foot-washing teaching about humility 
and the command to love one another and just before the completed betrayal of Judas and the denial 
of Peter. In this context of misunderstanding, fear, confusion, and doubt, how important were these Holy 
Spirit teachings and why?

4. In chapters 14-16, Jesus identifies several specific functions or roles of the Holy Spirit. List them with a 
corresponding verse. Reflect upon them. Pray through them.

5. Jesus tells his disciples why he is teaching them about the Holy Spirit ahead of time. Notice how many 
times Jesus says something like: “I have told you this ahead of time so that …” What did Jesus say? And 
do you think these teachings encouraged and strengthened his disciples for the days ahead? If so, how? 
Can you think of some specific examples from the book of Acts?



6. Do you believe that the Holy Spirit, as taught by Jesus and remembered and presented by John, is at 
work today in your life? In the church? In the world? What evidence might you cite?

7. If you really believe that the Holy Spirit is active and present in your life, in the life of your church, and in 
the world, how does it change the way that you live? 

8. Write a personal statement of declaration. Begin something like this:

Because I believe that the Holy Spirit is at work in my life, in my church and in this world today, I, 
_____________________, commit myself to live a Pentecost Life in the following ways:
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